[Tribe/TDHE Letterhead]
[Month] [Date], 2026
The Honorable [Senator’s Name]
United States Senate
[Office Address]
Washington, DC 20510
RE: Request for Support and Co-Sponsorship of S. 5354, the Native American Housing Assistance and Self-Determination Modernization Act of 2026
Dear Senator [Name]:
On behalf of [Tribe/TDHE], I respectfully request that you support and co-sponsor S. 5354, the Native American Housing Assistance and Self-Determination Modernization Act of 2026, and work with your colleagues to advance this important legislation through the full United States Senate before the end of the 119th Congress.
The headquarters of [Tribe/TDHE] are located in [Headquarters Location], but our citizens reside throughout the State and beyond. Addressing the severe housing needs facing Tribal communities and modernizing the federal government’s primary Tribal housing law are matters of statewide and national importance.
Since its initial passage in 1996, the Native American Housing Assistance and Self-Determination Act (NAHASDA) has served as a landmark expression of Tribal self-determination and a critical federal investment in safe, affordable housing in Native communities. Rather than imposing a one-size-fits-all federal approach, NAHASDA recognizes the authority of Tribal Nations to determine how best to address the unique housing needs of their citizens and communities.
For nearly three decades, NAHASDA has supported the construction, rehabilitation, operation, and maintenance of housing across Indian Country while allowing Tribes and Tribally Designated Housing Entities (TDHEs) to develop locally driven solutions. Its flexibility reflects the government-to-government relationship between Tribal Nations and the United States and helps fulfill the federal government’s trust and treaty responsibilities.
[Insert here background about your Tribe’s history or specific housing challenges and how NAHASDA supports your community.]
Example: Explain how NAHASDA funding has supported affordable housing development, rehabilitation, infrastructure, rental assistance, homeownership, or other critical housing activities in your community. Describe unmet housing needs and how modernizing and streamlining NAHASDA would strengthen your Tribe or TDHE’s ability to respond.
Despite NAHASDA’s importance, Congress has not reauthorized the law since 2008, and its authorization expired in 2013. Congress has continued to appropriate funding for NAHASDA programs, but after more than a decade without reauthorization, Tribal communities need Congress to update the law to reflect today’s housing conditions, construction costs, financing environment, and administrative challenges.
Recent action by the Senate Committee on Indian Affairs demonstrates meaningful bipartisan momentum toward finally accomplishing this goal. On September 16, 2026, the Committee held an oversight hearing entitled “Examining Housing Needs in Native Communities,” together with a legislative hearing specifically examining S. 5354. The hearing provided Congress with testimony from Tribal leadership, the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development, and the U.S. Government Accountability Office regarding the significant housing challenges facing Native communities and the need to modernize federal Tribal housing policy.
Just one week later, on September 23, the Senate Committee on Indian Affairs took the next major step by advancing S. 5354 out of Committee, clearing the way for consideration by the full United States Senate. This progress reflects the bipartisan work of Committee Chairman Lisa Murkowski, Vice Chairman Brian Schatz, their Committee colleagues, and Tribal leaders and housing advocates from across Indian Country who have worked to make NAHASDA reauthorization and modernization a congressional priority.
Congress has also demonstrated that housing affordability and supply are national priorities. Recent bipartisan work on the 21st Century ROAD to Housing Act advanced significant reforms intended to increase housing supply, streamline federal requirements, encourage housing innovation, expand manufactured housing opportunities, and improve access to housing finance. Those efforts are important, and some provisions can benefit Native communities. However, they did not address Tribal housing in the comprehensive manner that is needed, nor did they substitute for reauthorization and modernization of NAHASDA.
The national housing crisis does not stop at the boundaries of Tribal lands. In many Native communities, overcrowding, deteriorating housing stock, infrastructure limitations, high construction costs, limited access to private capital, and the complexities of developing housing on trust lands make the challenges particularly acute. A national response to America’s housing shortage should include meaningful action on the federal government’s longstanding housing obligations to Tribal Nations.
S. 5354 provides Congress with an opportunity to build upon its broader housing efforts by addressing the distinct legal, governmental, and economic circumstances of Tribal communities. Modernizing NAHASDA would strengthen Tribal self-determination, improve the administration of federal housing resources, provide greater certainty to Tribal housing programs, and help Tribes leverage federal funding alongside their own resources and other public and private capital.
With S. 5354 now advanced by the Senate Committee on Indian Affairs, the next step belongs to the full Senate. We respectfully urge you to co-sponsor S. 5354, support its consideration and passage by the Senate, and work with your colleagues in both chambers to send comprehensive NAHASDA reauthorization and modernization legislation to the President before the end of the 119th Congress.
Advancing S. 5354 would:
· Reaffirm the federal government’s trust and treaty responsibilities to Tribal Nations and its commitment to Tribal housing;
· Modernize NAHASDA to better reflect the realities of developing, financing, and maintaining housing in Native communities;
· Strengthen Tribal self-determination and provide Tribes and TDHEs greater flexibility to meet local housing needs;
· Provide greater long-term certainty and stability for critical Tribal housing programs, including the Indian Housing Block Grant; and
· Ensure that Tribal Nations are meaningfully included as Congress works to expand housing supply and affordability throughout the United States.
The Senate Committee on Indian Affairs has done its work and advanced S. 5354. We now respectfully ask the full Senate to build upon that bipartisan progress and move this legislation forward without delay. After years of bipartisan work on housing policy and more than a decade without a NAHASDA reauthorization, Congress has an opportunity to finish this work and ensure that Tribal Nations are fully included in the nation’s response to the housing crisis.
Thank you for your leadership and your consideration of this request. [Tribe/TDHE] stands ready to serve as a resource to you and your staff as Congress considers S. 5354. We welcome the opportunity to provide additional information about the housing needs in our community and the importance of modernizing NAHASDA.
We respectfully ask for your support in helping Congress finish the job and swiftly pass S. 5354 before the end of this Congress.
Sincerely,
SIGNATURE
[Name, Title]
[Tribe/TDHE]
cc: National American Indian Housing Council, National Congress of the American Indians

